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Begin by clicking the link: Building-Cost.net 
 
Their website has an excellent program to calculate material costs and 
construction costs of houses anywhere in the US. 
 
On the first screen (pictured below), you’ll want to do 2 things: 
 
Step 1: Choose the number of corners from the list below: 

4 corners:   Bodega, Loring, New Vessica, Z-Glass, Sebastarosa, Enesti, B53 
6 corners:   Harbinger, Whidbey 
8 corners:   Bodega with extra bedroom, Loring with extra bedroom, New 

Vessica with extra bedroom, Sebastarosa with extra bedroom, 
Enesti with extra bedroom, B53 with extra bedroom. 

10 corners: Harbinger with extra bedroom, Whidbey with extra bedroom. 
 
Step 2: Hit “Next Question” 
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The next screen asks for the total square footage of the house. This also 
includes the porch space. Therefore, you’ll want to enter the first floor square 
footage plus the porch. Lofts are not included here. 
 
Step 1: Enter Square footage from the table below. 
 

House Without addition With addition 
Bodega 345 sq. ft.  440 sq. ft. 
Loring 345 sq. ft.  440 sq. ft. 

New Vessica 373 sq. ft.  468 sq. ft. 
Harbinger 346 sq. ft. 440 sq. ft. 
Z-Glass 392 sq. ft. n/a 
Whidbey 497 sq. ft.  593 sq. ft. 

Sebastarosa 858 sq. ft.  955 sq. ft. 
Enesti 842 sq. ft.  939 sq. ft 
B-53 873 sq. ft  970 sq. ft 

 
Step 2: Hit “Next Question” 
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The third screen is very detailed, and asks a lot of questions. We’ve highlighted 
our default choices in red and you can simply choose those for a rough estimate. 
 
Perhaps the biggest difference in cost estimates will be the Foundation. We have 
drawn the plans with a very simple foundation. However, depending on where 
you build, the soil material, and slope of land, the type of foundation may differ. 
On the next page, you can learn more on how to determine which options are 
best for you. 
 
Exterior walls are simple and straight forward on our designs, so we’ve chosen 
class 4. 
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Windows and doors are high quality. But because we have so many windows in 
such a small amount of square footage, choosing option 1 gives you the best 
cost estimate. 
 
Roof is metal, and therefore more affordable. 
 
Interior finish is pretty standard sheetrock with plain trim. You can choose to 
finish your walls with higher grade materials if you want. 
 
Floor finish is class 3 because the house calls for affordable hardwood floors. 
 
Bathrooms are class 4, but you can choose to upgrade the finish materials. 
 
Kitchen is class 3 because we’ve used nice cabinets, but avoided the very 
expensive granite countertops and custom sized cabinets. The cabinets are 
standard sizes. 
 
Plumbing is class 6 because the amount of plumbing piping and fixtures is very 
limited in a house this small. 
 
To get more detail on the Quality Classes, simply click the link and you will see a 
popup window with a detailed description. Example below. 
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Step 1: Enter square footage of loft in the second box down marked “Finished 
attic area with 60” to 78” headroom” See table. All other homes skip to Step 2. 
 

House Cathedral * 
Bodega 112 sq. ft. 
Loring 112 sq. ft. 

New Vessica 112 sq. ft. 
Harbinger 112 sq. ft. 
Whidbey 270 sq. ft. 

 
* Cathedral means the ceiling is open over the living room. 
 
Step 2: Hit “Next Question” 
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 You will need to pick the options that best suit your location. 
 
A housing tract (question 1) is a development. These tend to be small lots 
bunched together, and made by developers. 
 
A metropolitan area is within a larger city such as San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Houston, Boston, etc. 
 
By default, when we estimate costs, we choose no for both options. 
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Our homes are designed with a stand alone fireplace so none of the following 
apply. Simply choose “Next Question”. 
 
However, if you are planning to add air conditioning or central heat, then you 
would want to complete this section. 
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This page is skipped because we are using a stand alone fireplace. However, 
you may choose to add heaters here (if you desire). 

 
On this screen, you will select the stand alone fireplace. It also has options for 
brick fireplaces if you choose to go with that option as well. 
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Step 1: Select 1 unit. 
Step 2: Select “Next Question” 
 

 
 
The next two screens aren’t shown here. 
You will select your state and zip code to help achieve a better cost for your area. 
 
Does location really make a difference? 
Not for material costs. Those are almost the same everywhere in the US. 
However, labor costs and permit fees can be twice as much in Boston, MA 
compared to Flagstaff, AZ 
 
When you are finished, you will have a cost estimate of materials and labor. 


